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On Ethical Spirit in Confucian Philosophy
— From the Perspective of “Internal Transcendence”

Guo Xiaojun

Abstract: Chinese philosophy is characterized by its focus on life, on human, on internal life and on
the meaning of human life and its fulfillment. This quality is distinctly revealed in the Confucian tradition of
“learning for oneself” and the Confucian scheme of “internal transcendence”. Confucianism implants the ut-
most reason for self—actualization and moral perfection deep into human nature. Through self-consciousness
and moral fulfillment Human beings expand human nature, accomplish the world of humanist value, and
achieve transcendence. “Internal transcendence” combines the transcendent world and the real world,
achieving the union of idealism and realism and reflecting the ethical spirit of delicacy and moderation.

Keywords: Confucianism; life philosophy; internal transcendence; nature and natural laws
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