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A Morbid Urban Trend Spurred by Conspicuous Consumption

Fan Boqun

Abstract: In terms of such four cities as Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou and Tianjin in transition from
the Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China, their official circles and business worlds have distinctive histori-
cal developments, geographical features, and social variations, but officials and business people shared a
common characteristic, namely conspicuous consumption, shaping a morbid urban trend which was a social
phenomenon and a cultural heritage. Its changes and features are revealed vividly in popular literature in the
late Qing Dynasty and at the beginning of the Republic of China.

Keywords: conspicuous consumption; the transition from the Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China;

urban trend; five treaty ports
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