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The Gradient and Counter—gradient of Judicial Trust
Guo Xinghua Zheng Rigiang

Abstract: Judicial and legal circles generally believe that lacking of judicial trust in contemporary Chi-
na, while a number of survey data show that the degree of judicial trust is still high, this paper calls it “cogni-
tive bias of judicial trust”. In order to explain this phenomenon, this paper uses CGSS2010 and CGSS2012
data to carry out research. The study finds: on one hand, the trust of judicial system is in the gradient trust,
the trust of the judicial system is between the central government and the local government. The phenomenon
of “cognitive bias of judicial trust” can be partly understood by the analysis of the trust pattern. On the other
hand, the trust of judicial system has the characteristics of “Counter—gradient”, the stratification status and
the degree of judicial trust are negatively correlated. Upper class society take more the judicial resources and
master the discourse in network, which makes judicial and legal circles received a lot of negative informa-
tion. The article puts forward that the judicial trust should be researched rationally and systematically, and
should not be blinded by the one—sided information.

Keywords: judicial trust; cognitive bias;gradient trust; counter—gradient trust; stratification
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