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A Comprehensive Knowledge
of the Relation Between Tradition and Modernization
Wang Tiande

Abstract: This paper intends to improve our understanding of modernization theories and clarify the
differences between modernization and westernization. It increases our understanding of the relationship be-
tween tradition and modernization through summarizing the empirical research of the relationship between
the two variables by Western scholars, reviewing the modernization experiences of Japan and India, and re-
visiting the contradictions between tradition and modernization in China’ s social development. Finally, the
author attempts to distinguish the positive elements from the negative ones in both Chinese and Western cul -
tures. It is the author’s hope that such an effort would lead to systematic distinction between the positive and
negative elements in the traditional Chinese culture and Western culture to promote a healthy and smooth de-
velopment of the Chinese society.

Keywords: theories of modernization; dependence theory; traditional culture; socioeconomic develop-

ment
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