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The Crisis of Agricultural Cooperatives and the Responses in the Mid—1950s

— Based on the Investigation of the Northwestern Area of Anhui Province

Man Yong

Abstract: The establishment of agricultural cooperatives in the 1950s took two turns. The first one is
“the riot of productivity” in spring, 1955; the second is a storm of withdrawals from cooperatives around
1957, which caused attacks on active criminals and socialist education. The present paper, based on the data
of the northwestern part of Anhui, centers on attacks on active criminals, figures out the whole context of this
socialist defense of the rural areas, and discusses the influence of socialist validity on the rural society. The
author argues that by means of the socialist defense, when it gained the comprehensive control of the rural so-
ciety, the government, on the other hand, muzzled different opinions, losing the chances of reflecting on gov-
ernment policies in practice.

Keywords: establishment of agricultural cooperatives; withdrawal from cooperatives; active eriminal; so-

cialist education
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