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Marx from the Perspective of Modernity:
Logical Critiques of Modernity and the Shaping of Historical
Materialism
— On Marx’s Three Uncompleted Plans of Critique
Su Zhe Jin Zhenglian

Abstract: The shaping of historical materialism overlapped the logical collapse of the thought of moder-
nity. In this sense, the early change of Marxist thought is of dual significance to the history of thought; that is,
it is both the basis of understanding historical materialism and the medium for perceiving the collapse of the
thought of modernity. Marx’ s three early uncompleted plans of critique—critique of Hegel’ s philosophy of
law, critique of national economics, and critique of ideology, kept a record of the transitions from exploration
of reason to that of labor and to that of the premise of material production. At the level of macro history of
thought, the changes reveals the transitions from external form to internal structure, from eschatological con-
cern to concern over material life.

Keywords: historical materialism; critique of modernity; studies on early Marx; studies of ideological

history of modernity
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