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Rural Mobilization in Chinese Revolution: a Review of Political History
Li Lifeng

Abstract: The key to the victory of Chinese revolution is the Chinese Communist Party s forceful mass
mobilization. From War of Resistance Against Japan to the Chinese Civil War, CPC adopted different mobi-
lizing strategies in different contexts. On the one hand, during the period of the War of Resistance Against Ja-
pan, the Party aroused peasants’ national emotions, met their interest demands by reducing rent and interest,
and increased their political participation; on the other hand, the period of the Chinese Civil War witnessed
the Party’ s interest—oriented mobilization by initiating land reform, identity—oriented mobilization by class
division, and emotion—oriented mobilization by voicing and settling grievances. However, the rural mobiliza-
tion conducted by CPC showed continuity throughout different stages during the revolutionary years in that it
was aimed at gaining peasants’ support in participation, identity and material. To achieve the goal, the mobi-
lization was conducted all along by meeting the interest, constructing the identity and awaking emotions.

Keywords: Chinese revolution; rural mobilization; the War of Resistance Against Japan; the Chinese
Civil War
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