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In the Course of Eternity
—on the Cultural Mode of the May Fourth New Literature Reformation
Zhao Puguang

Abstract: Literary reformation is the reinterpretation of the previous traditional literature, namely, stra-
tegic misunderstanding of original cultural forms. What the essay call the mode of literary reformation of
“delving into the old to seek for the new” is to reinterpret those appropriate resources from tradition. That
mode can be demonstrated in two ways: for one thing, atavism and for another, sympathy for the weak. The
May Fourth New Literature Reformation tended to follow that mode, which implied complexities of diver-
gence and conflict, contradiction and union, opposition and complementarity between the explicit profile and
latent mindset of the May 4" new writers who were facing Chinese and Western cultures. The universal cul-
tural mode also indicates that any reformation is not a total rupture whereas it is just always apparently sev-
ered but actually connected.

Keywords: delving into the old to seek for the new; the May 4" new literature; cultural mode
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